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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 013082 
ORIGIN EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 INR-07 
NSAE-00 H-01 L-03 DHA-02 IO-13 /062 R 

DRAFTED BY EA/ROC:MKLOSSON:BDS 
APPROVED BY E A/ROC : DGB ROWN 
EA/RA - MR. HARRIS (SUB) 

D/HA - KEN HILL (SUB) 

200419Z 107314/73 

P 192333Z JAN 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY TAIPEI PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 013082 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SHUM. PFOR, TW, US 

SUBJECT: INQUIRY ABOUT REPORTED POLITICAL PRISONER: CHAN 
CHUNG-HSIUNG 

REF: TAIPEI 263 

1 . WE SHARE YOUR CONCERNS EXPRESSED PARA 3 REFTEL AND 
AGREE THAT YOU SHOULD NOT ACT AS A MIDDLEMAN FOR AMNESTY 
INTERNATIONAL BY TRANSMITTING MESSAGES FROM AI TO ROC 
PRISONERS. AT THE SAME TIME, THE EMBASSY SHOULD BE AS 
FORTHCOMING AS POSSIBLE TO CONGRESSIONAL AND PUBLIC 
INQUIRIES ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND SHOULD RESPOND DIRECTLY TO 
MOST LETTERS RATHER THAN REFERRING THEM TO THE DEPARTMENT. 

FYI: WORLD-WIDE GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR BRINGING MORE 
UNIFORMITY TO POSTS' HANDLING OF INQUIRIES ABOUT NON-US 
NATIONALS IMPRISONED ABROAD ARE PRESENTLY UNDER CONSIDERA- 
TION IN THE DEPARTMENT. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 013082 

2. ON THE CASE AT HAND, YOU SHOULD INFORM LEWIS THAT YOU 
ARE SEEKING FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT CHAN CHUNG-HSIUNG 
IN RESPONSE TO SEPARATE INQUIRIES TO THE DEPARTMENT FROM 
AI AND THAT THE AI CHAPTER IN DETROIT WILL HEAR FROM THE 
DEPARTMENT AS SOON AS THE ROC RESPONDS TO YOUR REQUEST. 

YOU SHOULD ALSO SUGGEST TO LEWIS THAT HE MIGHT CONTACT THE 
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ROC EMBASSY ABOUT TRANSMITTING A LETTER TO CHAN CHUNG- 
HSIUNG. FYI: ALL OUR INQUIRIES ON THIS CASE COME FROM 
THE DETROIT CHAPTER OF AI. 

KISSINGER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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